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What is oral language ‘L
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¥’ A At the most basic level, oral languag e-—,\:._
" communicating with other people. =4

§ A Oral language development across the

®  curriculum does not mean teaching children to

[ N\ speak as much as we mean improving their

- ability to talk or communicate more effectively.
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A To speak in more effective ways requires
particular attention and constant practice.
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NThe devel opment of | a
| earning 1s built, pl a
ability to acquire strong literacy skills, which
Include reading, writing, listening, speaking,
viewing and presenting. Explicit instruction in
oral language development provides students
with the foundation for comprehending text and
communicating effectively. Thus, teachers
serve an essenti al r o
reading and writing s
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3 Criteria for Oral Language
Competence:

Holbrook (1983) sets out three criteria
for oral language competence..
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¥ - A Sensory Motor

In what contexts do we teach

oral language?

A Numeracy

A Social Interaction & =

A Literacy

A Developmental Play Centers
A Show and Share i%

A Inquiry Based Activities
A Language Experiences

A Content of ALL Learning Areas

Sensory Motor
Group Activities
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http://www.phillipmartin.info/clipart/la_vocabulary.gif

Language and Literacy

g#= A Oral language development provides the
’ foundation for literacy development

A Literacy acquisition is dependent on oral language
abilities and skills (Maurano)
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“ A Children need to use oral language to develop
. their powers of reasoning and observation,
prediction, sequencing and other skills connected

with reading. (FS Exploratory Phase 1997)




[ Oral Language is an Integral Part
Be Of All Learning Experiences

AOral | anguage is not it
component of a literacy program

= A ltis animbedded component in all content
-3 areas

A Oral language standards, objectives, and
.,:,_,.,_.* enabling outcomes (learning outcomes) are part
o of the language arts curriculum from grade 1-8

(See Archdiocese of Hartford Language Arts Curriculum
Standards, 2008)



¥ learning
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o
You teach oral language
everyday

Collect evidence of

along the way

Here’s [NOW...




; ® Assessment

g% Aln the primary grades,
& ability is the basis for beginning literacy
Instruction

A Initial formal assessments, ongoing formative
assessments during the year, as well as
summative assessments will provide
Il nformation regarding a
skills




Evaluating Oral Language
Skills: (Rog, 2001)

Behaviors:

U Uses appropriate volume and tone of voice
U Knows how to take turns when speaking

U Stays on topic

U Asks questions

U Seems to pay attention when another person is

Speaking




Vocabulary:

U Can name colors, numbers, and familiar objects

U Uses vocabulary appropriately for purpose and

audience
U Is able to retell parts or all of a story read aloud

U Understands and uses prepositions such as

over, under, in, out, beside, etc

U Understands directions




B2 |_anguage Structures:
W U Can use connectors such as: and, so, because, if

U Often speaks in complete sentences

U Generally speaks with grammatical correctness
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" Speech Sounds:

U Articulates speech sounds correctly

U Speaks clearly and fluently
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Activities to Assess
Oral Language

U Language of Social Interaction

I Activity based sharing: informal, structured, formal

I Discussion: partner, small group, informal debate, whole
class

T Social Conventions: communication, problem solving,
contexts for speaking and listening courtesies

U Language and Literacy
I Newstelling
I Formal presentations
I Assembly performances

T Narrative: modelled stories, character interviews, role
play, story reconstruction, circle stories

I Description: barrier games, description activities




