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PRAYER
OF THE MONTH!

A CHILD'S PRAYER
TO MARY

Holy Mary, mother fair,
Filled with love for God,
Pray for us in all our
needs.

Pray for us today.

-Catholic Online/Prayers
@
A
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VISION EDITOR
Gayle Keene
gkeene@adh-ocs.org

) SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE ‘

Catholic School Educators
BECAUSE OF YOU

As we move into the second decade of the third millennium, New
England Catholic schools are faced with some serious and complex
challenges including the rising cost of operating expenses, coupled with
declining enrollment, which has been intensified by the current
economic recession and the increasing rate of unemployment. Because
you are the hope providing strength and educational innovation in these
challenging times, | offer the following thoughts in appreciation of you.

Because of you, we are partnering with the University of Dayton’s
learning community for faith formation. What a wonderful source of
Church teachings you will be for our students - You are TRUTH!

Because of you, we have outstanding and updated curriculum
standards. What effective agents of change you are in the lives of the
students you serve in the 21st century - You are INNOVATION!

Because of you, we are engaging in professional learning communities
by sharing best practices. What a productive use of collective wisdom
you are for each other - You are COMMUNITY!

Because of you, we are showing continuous growth as measured by
standardized tests. What impressive progress you encourage in our
students - You are EXCELLENCE!

Because of you, Common Threads has become the guiding document
for strategic planning. What a blessed road map you have charted to
guide our journey together - You are SUCCESS!

Because of you, we are more advanced in the use of technology. What
an inspiring network of instruction, integration, and implementation you
offer students - You are FUTURISTIC!

Because of you, students understand and live the principles of Catholic
social teaching - You are GOOD NEWS!

Because of you, failure is not an option - You are HOPE!
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CONGRATULATIONS:

Christopher Ortiz, a Spanish teacher, tennis coach, and assistant football coach at Sacred Heart High School,
Waterbury, was named the State Hispanic Teacher of the Year by the State Hispanic Coalition.

The 2009 Readers’ Choice Awards recently announced that St. Thomas School, Southington, and St.
Thomas’ Pre-School were voted “Best Parochial School” and “Best Pre-School” by the voters in town.

St. Bridget School, Manchester was recognized in the newspaper, Journal Inquirer, with a back-to-school
article and pictures of kindergarteners and parents saying good bye on the first day of school.

Monsignor Michael J. Motta, Director of the Office of Religious Education, and Shawnee Baldwin,
Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministry and CYO Basketball, recently hosted a highly successful 2009
Youth Spectacular at the Rock Cats Stadium, New Britain. Over 1600 teenagers were in attendance.
Congratulations to Larry Duffany, Director of Teacher Personnel, Office of Catholic Schools, who designed and
maintained a Catholic school exhibit at this event. Mark your calendar now for next year's Youth Spectacular,
which will be held on September 12, 2010, at the Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Seminary, Bloomfield.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

the soul of George Gustin, the uncle of Cynthia Basil Howard, Director of Development for the Foundation for
the Advancement of Catholic Schools, who passed away on Wednesday, August 26, 2009. May the soul of
George Gustin rest in peace!

the soul of Stephanie R. Gawloski, the aunt of Kenneth Przysiecki, Director of School Finances, Office of
Catholic Schools, who passed away on Thursday, September 24, 2009. May the soul of Stephanie Gawloski

rest in peace!

the soul of Peggy Little, the mother of Kathy McCormack, the Kindergarten teacher at SS. Cyril and Methodius
School, Hartford, who passed away in September 2009. May Peggy Little’s soul rest in peace!

the soul of Joseph Melo, the father of Rev. Nicholas P. Melo, Pastor of St. Thomas Parish, Southington, who
passed away on Wednesday, September 30, 2009. May the soul of Joseph Melo rest in peace!

the restored good health of Michael Mongillo, husband of Charlene Mongillo, the eighth grade teacher at St.
Bernard School, Enfield.

CATHOLIC IDENTITY ‘

The Prayer of the Month, written by Brooke Agro, a fourth grade student at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
School, Meriden, will be featured on the Office of Catholic Schools’ website for October.

Catholic Educators’ Conference: The Catholic Educators’ Conference will be held on Tuesday, October 20
and Wednesday, October 21, at St. Paul Catholic High School, Bristol. We are pleased that Sr. Mary Angela
Shaughnessy, SCN, J.D., Ph.D. will be our keynote speaker for the event. Once again, we will have the honor
of celebrating Mass with Archbishop Mansell. Teachers are reminded that this is a professional day and are
requested to dress accordingly. The Conference will begin promptly at 8:30 a.m. with prayer and the
recognition of over 130 of our educators who have served generously in our schools.



Respect Life: “Every Child brings us God's smile” — Pope Benedict XVI. The acclaimed educational program
sponsored annually by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops begins Sunday, October 4, 2009, the Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi. For a complete list of resources available from the Pro-Life Secretariat, visit www.usccb.-
org/prolife/materials/index.shtml. The dignity of human life is a Catholic social teaching and should be taught
as such in our Catholic schools.

University of Dayton: The deadline to register for the next cycle of courses with the University of Dayton is
October 14, 2009. Classes begin on October 18. Four of the six required courses are being offered.
Participants may register online at http://vic.udayton.edu.

Liturgy Day, October 24, 2009: The Office for Divine Worship is sponsoring Liturgy Day 2009 on October
24, 2009, at the Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Seminary, Bloomfield, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Rev.
David Cinquegrani, C.P., Director of Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center in West Hartford is the keynote
speaker and will address the theme, Exploring Our Mutual Roles in the Liturgical Life of the Church. For
additional information contact Lucy Zocco, Office for Divine Worship, at 860.761.7442 or llzocco@aol.com.

ADMINISTRATION ‘

Partners in Education, An Assembly of Catholic School Parent/Guardian Ambassadors: The Office of
Catholic Schools is delighted to sponsor an opportunity to empower, encourage, and engage parents and
guardians as our “key marketers” in promoting the benefits of Catholic school education. At a special gathering
scheduled on both November 2" and 3", Sr. Clare Fitzgerald, SSND will motivate, empower, and commission
school ambassadors. Principals are urged to support this event by personally selecting specific
parents/guardians who will best represent your school as ambassadors. Should you need additional
clarification, please do not hesitate to contact your district PACE representative, Maria Maynard, Sr. Kathleen
Fitz Simons, or Anne Clubb.

Online Census Due October 5: We request your full cooperation in adhering to the October 5 deadline
when completing the online census. It is urgent that we receive this information timely for planning and
reporting purposes.

Administrators’ Convocation 2010, Change in Date: The date for the 2010 Convocation has been
changed to August 9 and 10 at Water's Edge Resort. Sr. Mary C. Mullaly, FMA from Corralitos, CA will lead our
sixth annual Administrators’ Convocation on 7ransformational Leadership through Personal Transformation:
The Call to Holiness and Leadership.

“Survey Says”: The Office of Catholic Schools periodically surveys its web viewers with current issues of
interest.

e During the period of August 15 to September 14, we asked “should school instruction begin before or
after the Labor Day holiday?” From a total of 170 votes, 61%b indicated after Labor Day, 30%
before, and it made no difference to 9%. 7hAis is certainly a topic for discussion with school boards.

e During the period of September 15 — September 30, we asked “are Catholic schools providing enough
information regarding the H1N1 influenza?” From a total of 49 votes, 63%b indicated yes, and 37%
no. Although responses were minimal, we must remain committed to keeping parents and/or guardians
abreast of the most recent information on the HINI influenza.

Updated Info on Pandemic Flu Preparedness (H1N1 virus): A national flu summit held in Washington,
D.C. on July 9, warned of a potential significant outbreak of the HIN1 flu this fall. On August 7, the federal
government released updated guidelines at http://pandemicflu.gov/professional/school, and a new toolkit at
http://pandemicflu.gov/professional/school/toolkit.html to help school officials prepare for and respond to the
HIN1 flu in the coming school year. The guidance document applies to any flu virus circulating during the
2009-2010 school year, including the 2009 HIN1 flu. The new guidelines acknowledge the need to balance the
risks of illness among students and staff with the benefits of keeping students in school. Specific steps are
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offered for school staff, parents, and students to take given the current flu conditions as well as for more
severe flu conditions.

Regarding decisions about school dismissal, the current thinking is that no schools should have to close, but if
they do because of extreme circumstances, administrators need to make certain that education continues. The
toolkit advises school officials to develop a school dismissal plan and options for how school work can be
continued at home (e.g., homework packets, web-based lessons, phone calls).

Schools should consider posting information on pandemic flu preparedness on their websites. The Office of
Catholic Schools will continue to maintain a link with updated information on the HIN1 virus on our home page.

Archbishop’s Annual Columbus Day Breakfast 2009: The Most Reverend Henry J. Mansell, Archbishop of
Hartford, and the Foundation for the Advancement of Catholic Schools invite you to attend the Archbishop’s
Third Annual Columbus Day Breakfast on Friday, October 9, 2009 at 7:30 a.m. at Anthony’s Ocean View, New
Haven. Proceeds from this breakfast will provide scholarship assistance for students attending the Catholic
elementary schools in the greater New Haven area. The guest speaker is Peter C. Alegi, LLB, a graduate of
Yale University and of Yale Law School, who currently resides in Rome. Mr. Alegi is a visiting lecturer in
International Business Law at Yale Law School and a Fulbright Scholar. He is the author of several publications
pertaining to international fiscal affairs. He is a member of the Bar of the States of Connecticut, Rhode Island,
lllinois and the Supreme Court of the United States.

The emcee will be Julia M. McNamara, Ph.D. President of Albertus Magnus College in New Haven, CT. Dr.
McNamara is a dynamic leader of the College and a well respected educator in the New Haven community.
Please join us in supporting this event through a sponsorship, purchase of individual tickets or a table, or by
placing an ad in the program book. For more information on how you can join this great event, please contact:
Shirley Ziolkowski at 860-761-7499 or sziolkowksi@facshartford.org, or the Director of Development, Cynthia
Basil Howard at cbhoward@facshartford.org.

Two-Hour Asbestos Awareness Session: In compliance with AHERA regulations, an annual two-hour
asbestos training session must be held for a// custodians/janitors/maintenance personnel/school administrators,
who may have occasion to come into contact or deal with asbestos found in the schools. The first session of
this school year will take place on Tuesday, October 20, 2009, at St. Mary School, Newington, from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m. Please register via email to Leslie Nelson, Inelson@adh-ocs.org, by Thursday, October 15, 2009.
By law, the above-mentioned individuals are required to attend a session each year. In addition, newly hired
maintenance personnel are obligated to attend a session within 60 days of hire. Principals must ensure that
any required personnel who have not yet attended a session do so as soon as possible.

New England Chief Administrators of Catholic Education (NE CACE) Inservice: Marketing,
Mechandising, and Messaging Our Catholic Schools is the topic of the meeting with the New England Chief
Administrators of Catholic Education (NE CACE) on November 5, 2009, at the Archdiocesan Center at St.
Thomas Seminary, Bloomfield. Registration closes on October 5, 2009. Contact Kathleen Simpson, Diocese of
Fall River, MA at ksimpson@dfrcec.com or 508.678.2828 for more details.

Outdated Policy Manuals: During this year of transition, please do not dispose of any old policy manuals
that you may have on hand until July 2010.

2010 Holiday Schedule: The Office of Catholic Schools will be closed on the following holidays: January 1,
New Year's Day; January 18, Martin Luther King's Birthday; February 15, Presidents’ Day; April 2, Good
Friday; April 5, Easter Monday; May 31, Memorial Day, July 5, Independence Day; September 6, Labor
Day; October 11, Columbus Day; November 25 and 26, Thanksgiving Holiday; December 24, Christmas
Eve; December 27, Monday after Christmas.

Christmas Ornaments: Governor M. Jodi Rell is encouraging kindergarteners to help decorate the
Governor’'s Residence this holiday season by creating homemade ornaments for the children’s tree. This tree
will be on display during the Governor’'s Annual Open House. The children and their teachers should use their
creativity and imagination to decide what they will be making and how! Please send two ornaments to the
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Governor’s Office, at 210 Capitol Avenue, Room 102, Hartford, CT 0610, no later than November 13. The Open
House is scheduled for December 4 and 5 from 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m., and December 6 from 12:00 — 4:00
p.m.

Walk It Bike It to School, Connecticut! is a statewide contest that encourages children in grades K-8 to
walk or bike to school, and it will kick off this fall on October 7, 2009 in celebration of International Walk to
School Day. The contest is sponsored by the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s Safe Routes to
School (SRTS) Program, and challenges students to cumulatively walk or bike the total distance of the
perimeter of the State of Connecticut, approximately 375 miles. Participating classrooms will compete against
other classrooms throughout the state for prizes, which will be awarded midway through the school year. To
enroll, or to obtain the official rules and more information, please visit the program website at
http://www.walkitbikeitct.org, or email info@walkitbikeitct.org. The login code for your elementary and middle
schools is: WALKBIKEO9.

CURRICULUM ‘

E-Rate for All Schools: Non-profit private schools can receive discounted telecommunications services
through the E-Rate program. All schools can receive discounts of 20-90 percent on telecommunication
services, Internet access, and internal connections necessary for deploying technology into the classroom. If
you wish for your school to participate in the E-Rate program, and you do not currently have an active E-Rate
status, please go to www.catholicschoolshartford.org; click on Administrators’ Login, and under Curriculum
download E-Rate School Income Survey information. School summaries must be mailed to Valerie Mara by
October 23, 2009.

New Teacher Professional Development, Part 2: The continuation of the New Teachers’ Orientation will
be held October 7, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at St. Bridget School, Cheshire. All new teachers are
invited and encouraged to attend. Our guest speaker is nationally recognized author, Dr. Marvin Marshall, who
will conduct an in-depth workshop on Classroom Management and Discipline without Stress. Please email the
names of new teachers who will be attending to Valerie Mara at VMara@adh-ocs.org by October 1, 2009.

Administrators’ Curriculum Conversations: Change the date! We are pleased to welcome back to the
Archdiocese of Hartford, Dr. Paul Beaudin from lona College, New Rochelle, NY. Paul will engage conversations
regarding the principal’'s role in facilitating differentiated instruction in the whole classroom. Therefore, the
December 2 meeting has been rescheduled to November 3, and will be held at the Office of Catholic Schools
from 2:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Archdiocesan Technology Award 2009: Congratulations to Holy Trinity School of Wallingford, recipient of
the first annual Archdiocesan Technology Award. The school won an Interactive SMART board for their
submission of the project, 7he Migration of Sea Turtles, where first grade students integrated various modes of
technology and many content areas. Congratulations also to our second place winner, St. Joseph School in
Bristol whose 6" grade teacher submitted a unit entitled: Weather Prediction and Station Model Project. St.
Joseph School has won a SMART Airliner for their school. Details for the Archdiocesan Technology Award 2010
will become available next month.

Charity and Social Service Award for High School Students: The Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception (BNSIC) wishes to acknowledge those sophomores and juniors in high school, as
individuals or groups, who engage in works of mercy. Nominations must be submitted to the Office of Catholic
Schools to the attention of Valerie Mara by October 15, 2009. Detailed information can be found through the
Administrators’ Login of the Office of Catholic Schools’ website, under Curriculum, Basilica Award Criteria. The
BNSIC will recognize five honorees nationally with a paid trip to Washington D.C. where they will receive special
acknowledgement and this esteemed award.

Free Math Workshop for K-12 Teachers: RM Education is hosting Strategic 21°° Century Math Seminars in
the Connecticut area on October 15 and October 22. Our teachers are invited to attend at no charge. Learn
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how to exceed the guidelines and principles for using the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
Stimulus Funds with curriculum that will raise academic achievement through enriched learning strategies.
Resources will be provided that will transform math classrooms and engage students. Visit the following
website for details and registration: http://www.rmeducation.com/news/seminars.

ADVANCEMENT ‘

Fall Workshop: Pastors, principals, and presidents, school board members, and Advancement volunteers and
staff are encouraged to attend the Fall Workshop scheduled for Wednesday, October 14 from 4:00 — 6:30
p.m. at the Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Seminary (Alumni Lounge). It promises to be of great value for
both elementary and secondary schools. The first portion of the program will focus on 7he Role of Catholic
School Boards in Advancement. This will be followed by an opportunity for attendees to share their challenges,
successes, and concerns with a panel of Archdiocesan School Board members. Registrants are encouraged to
bring their questions and comments in order to engage in conversation with the panelists who will strive to
assist them with their issues. We look forward to seeing you there and ask that you RSVP to School
Advancement via U.S. mail or Diane Newell at dnewell@adh-ocs.org by October 5.

Periodic Inquiry and Source Report: Elementary and secondary administrators are reminded to submit
their school's /nquiry and Source Report for the period of June — September by October 5. It is vital that we
continue to monitor the response to our marketing efforts on both the local and Archdiocesan levels, and these
reports assist greatly in assessing the impact of those efforts.

ACAAP Fall Conference: Elementary and secondary administrators, Advancement staff and volunteers are
encouraged to attend the Fall Conference of the Association of Catholic Admissions and Advancement
Professionals (ACAAP) scheduled for Thursday, October 15 at The College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA.
Sessions on Enrollment Management, Annual Fund, Major Gifts, Planned Giving, Elementary School
Advancement, Communication, Boards, Websites, Social Networking, Special Events, Tuition Management and
Constituent Relations will be available, featuring some of the most successful Advancement professionals and
programs in New England. For more details, visit the ACAAP website at www.acaap.net.

Save the Date: Mark your calendars now for the annual Office of Catholic Schools Christmas Reception! The
festivities are planned for Tuesday, December 1 in the Alumni Lounge of the Archdiocesan Center at St.
Thomas Seminary. Join us for wonderful company, great food, and beautiful holiday music. It's a wonderful
way to begin celebrating the Christmas season!

2008-2009 Compilation Reports: Compilation reports for elementary schools, prepared by a Certified
Public Accountant (CPA), are due on October 1, and are required to comply with NEASC accreditation
requirements.

Final Elementary Budget Template for 2009-2010 Due October 1: This template and supporting
documents have been posted to the Administrative Login page of the Office of Catholic Schools’ website.
Please DO NOT use any earlier versions of the Final Elementary Budget. If you should have questions or any
problems downloading this data, please contact administrative assistant, James Giangreco, at 860.242.4362,
ext. 139. Send completed Final Elementary Budgets by October 1, 2009 to Ken Przysiecki, CPA, at
kprzysiecki@adh-ocs.org.

Final High School Budgets for 2009-2010 Due October 1: Please submit your Final High School Budget
by mail to Ken Przysiecki, CPA, Director of School Finances at the Office of Catholic Schools.
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DUE DATES ‘

NOW DUE

Elementary Principal School Improvement Goal Form due to liaison Assistant Superintendent
Notification of Personnel Hired due within one week of hire to Larry Duffany, |[duffany@adh-ocs.org
Request for Continuing Education Units (CEU) due within one week after event to Larry Duffany
Recognition of Teachers’ Service list due to Larry Duffany, Iduffany@adh-ocs.org

Textbook Inventory 2009-2010 due to Valerie Mara, vmara@adh-ocs.org

Blood Borne Pathogens (BBP) Attendance due to Larry Duffany

Vaccination Acceptance/Declination due to Larry Duffany

OCTOBER
Elementary School Principal Archdiocesan Wide Goal Form due to liaison Assistant
Superintendent

=

1 Parent Student Handbooks due to liaison Assistant Superintendent

1 Faculty Handbooks due to liaison Assistant Superintendent

1 Elementary School Final Budget (2009-2010) due to Ken Przysiecki, kprzysiecki@adh-ocs.org

1 High School Final Budget (2009-2010) due to Ken Przysiecki

1 RSVP for New Teacher Professional Development Workshop with names of teachers planning
to attend, due to Valerie Mara, vmara@adh-ocs.org

5 Periodic Inquiry and Source Report due to Anne Clubb via dnewell@adh-ocs.org

5 RSVP to Fall Workshop due to Anne Clubb via dnewell@adh-ocs.org

5 Online Annual School Census Report completed on the Office of Catholic Schools’ website,
www.catholicshoolshartford.org, click on Administrator Login, then 2009-2010 Census

5 New England CACE Workshop Registration Form due to Kathleen Simpson, Catholic Education
Center, 423 Highland Avenue, Fall River, MA 02720

13 Partners in Education, An Assembly of Catholic School Parent/Guardian Ambassadors
spreadsheet due to Inelson@adh-ocs.org

15 Charity and Social Service Award, nominations of high school sophomores and/or juniors due to
Valerie Mara, vmara@adh-ocs.org

15 Registration for Religious Education Congress due to Office of Religious Education,
info@orehartford.org

15 Asbestos Awareness Session Registration due to Leslie Nelson, Inelson@adh-ocs.org

23 E-Rate Parent Survey Summary due to Valerie Mara

26-30 Partners in Education, An Assembly of Catholic School Parent/Guardian Ambassadors
reminder due to ambassadors from principals

CALENDAR OF EVENTS |

OCTOBER
1 Professional Learning Communities (PLC) Workshop for High School Department Chairs, Office
of Catholic Schools, 2:30 — 4:00 p.m.

9 Archbishop’s Annual Columbus Day Breakfast, Anthony’s Ocean View, New Haven, 7:30 a.m.

7 New Teacher Professional Development, Part 2, St. Bridget School, Cheshire, 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

7 Connecticut Association of Catholic Secondary School Presidents, Principals, and
Superintendents, Knights of Columbus Museum, One State Street, New Haven, 8:45 a.m.

7 Virtus Training, Assumption Church, Ansonia, 6:30 — 9:30 p.m.

9 Archbishop Mansell’s Third Annual Columbus Day Breakfast, Anthony’s Ocean View, New

Haven, 7:30 a.m.
12 Columbus Day (Holiday) Office of Catholic Schools Closed
14 Fall Workshop, Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Seminary, 4:00 — 6:30 p.m.
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14 Virtus Training, St. Paul Catholic High School, Bristol, 6:30 — 9:30 p.m.

15 ACAAP Fall Conference, The College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA, 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
15 New Principals’ Meeting, Office of Catholic Schools, 9:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

20/21 Catholic Educators’ Conference, (as assigned), St. Paul Catholic High School, Bristol

20 Asbestos Awareness Session, St. Mary School, Newington, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

28 Archdiocesan High School Consultations, Office of Catholic Schools, All Day

NOVEMBER

1 All Saints Day (Holy Day)

2 All Souls Day

2 Partners in Education, An Assembly of Catholic School Parent/Guardian Ambassadors,
Sacred Heart Academy, Hamden, (Districts 3, 4, 6, 7 attending) 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.

3 Partners in Education, An Assembly of Catholic School Parent/Guardian Ambassadors, St.
Paul Catholic High School, Bristol, (Districts 1, 2, 5 attending) 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.

3 Administrators’ Curriculum Conversations, Office of Catholic Schools, 2:30 — 4:30 p.m. (Note
change in date from December 2)

5 NE CACE Administrators’ Professional Day, Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Seminary,
Bloomfield, 9:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

7 Religious Education Congress, St. Paul Catholic High School, Bristol, for details go to

www.orehartford.org

11 Veterans’ Day

11 Foundation for the Advancement of Catholic Schools, Board of Trustees Meeting, Chancery,
4:00 p.m.

12 Principals’ Advisory Council for Elementary (PACE) schools, Office of Catholic Schools, 10:00
a.m. — 12:30 p.m. followed by lunch

17 New Principals’ Meeting, Office of Catholic Schools, 9:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

19 NCEA Principal Appreciation Day

26/27 Thanksgiving Holiday

Catholic Schools
Education for g | jfetime
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