FOCUS GROUP OPENING PRAYER    

LEADER:  We are gathered here this evening because we believe that Catholic education is an expression of the mission entrusted by Jesus to His Church.. We are the Church, the living expression of Christ today.  Through our baptism we have been made members of His body and are empowered to preach Christ Jesus to all people.  We have the obligation to help one another through this journey of life and to lead one another into the fullness of life with Jesus Christ.

As members of Catholic institutions we have responsibilities to each other, and especially to the young, to share in the mission to teach as Jesus did.

With open hearts and open minds we listen to the words from John’s gospel:

“Lord,” said Thomas, “we do not know where you are going.  How can

we know the way?”   Jesus said to Thomas:  “I am the way, and the truth,

and the life; no one comes to the Father but through me.  If you really knew

me, you would know my Father also.  From this point on you know him; you 

have seen him.”    (John, 14:5-7)

(period of quiet reflection on the word)

Reader #1:  Blessed are you, loving and gracious God.   You have shown us the way to salvation.  Give us the strength and wisdom to teach our young people to know your unconditional love and faithfulness.  Help us to prepare our students to be your faithful servants now and in the future.   Gather us now as we bear witness to our call as followers of Christ.

ALL:  May we gather in your name and be open to your word.

(slight pause)

Reader #2:  Blessed are you, ever faithful and ever-loving God.  You have given parents the wisdom and love to be the first educators of their children.  As we continue this education process with today’s challenges, may we never lose sight that we are educating for a lifetime.  May your guidance be with us as we strive to bring your truth and true wisdom to our students.  Gather us now as we bear witness to our call as followers of Christ.

ALL:  May we gather in your name and be open to your wisdom.

(slight pause)

Reader #3:  Blessed are you God of all creation.  You are the master provider of all good things.  Open our hearts and minds to seek new and creative ways to provide a Catholic education to all who seek this treasure.  May your example of inexhaustible generosity inspire us this evening.  Gather us now as we bear witness to your spirit of abundance.

ALL:  May we gather in your name and be open to your spirit.

(slight pause)

Reader #4:  Blessed are you God of generosity.  You are our example of what stewardship should be.   Help us to inspire one another and our business communities to know and understand the true concept of sharing each other’s burdens.  May we treat all who serve our church with justice and understanding. 

Gather us now as we bear witness to your spirit of openness.

ALL:  May we gather in your name and be open to your love.

(slight pause)

Leader:  Good and gracious God, we know you hear our every prayer and know our every thought.  As we gather here this evening, grant us the grace to know our gifts, and to open our minds and hearts to the needs of all God’s children.  We know you will show us the way, the truth and the life. Let us continue to serve you with joy and to honor the gifts you have given to us.  We ask all these things in Christ Jesus.   ALL:  Amen

