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	Preparing for Educational Symposium 2007
A Position Paper by:  Dale R. Hoyt 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of Hartford


In June of 2005, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops released a document titled Renewing our Commitment to Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools in the Third Millennium.  It is a compelling proclamation that Catholic schools play a vital role in the Church’s mission.  This document will be the starting point for conversation at the local level as we prepare for the 2007 Educational Symposium. 
In January 2005, Archbishop Mansell promulgated the vision statement for Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Hartford. What the bishops have stated in their document reaffirms our new vision statement that Catholic schools “graduate students who are productive moral citizens, spiritual leaders and critical thinkers.”

As an educational apostolate, we must advance our ministry and chart a strong course for Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Hartford. We must be faithful to the Church’s teachings and to her evangelizing mission. We must partner with parents who will always be the primary educators of their children.  We must be accountable in our efforts to strengthen the unique and distinct Catholic Identity that is the hallmark of our schools.  Renewing our Commitment stresses "our young people are the church of today and tomorrow," and that "it is imperative that we provide them with schools ready to address their spiritual, moral and academic needs."  By doing this, we in turn strengthen each parish and ultimately, the entire Church.
Catholic schools are an extension of the Church’s mission, and Catholic educators have an awesome obligation to ensure that those entrusted to their care clearly understand the gospel message while receiving a solid academic foundation.  We must be accountable to the students we teach in providing them with a QUALITY CATHOLIC EDUCATION – an education for a lifetime.  Students must be offered “an academically rigorous and doctrinally sound program of education” where faith and knowledge are intertwined to form Catholic, person-centered learning communities.  
Catholic school administrators and teachers must be well prepared professionally, employ best practices, and be inspired by a love of learning.  Catholic educators should possess effective pedagogical skills:  a command of method, a comprehension of content, and an understanding of how students learn.  Links must be established among all levels of Catholic education – elementary, secondary and collegiate – for the benefit of all.
We must do our utmost best to provide ACCESSIBILITY for all who desire a Catholic school education. It is the responsibility of the entire Catholic community, including bishops, priests, deacons, religious and laity “to continue to strive towards the goal of making our Catholic elementary and secondary schools available, accessible, and affordable to all Catholic parents and their children, including those who are poor and middle class as well as those of other faith traditions who want to choose Catholic schools.”  This accessibility must also be extended to those with diverse cultural backgrounds and special needs.
Inextricably linked with accessibility is CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADVANCEMENT which is essential to the schools as they maintain quality programs, hire talented teachers, and attract additional students.  “The burden of supporting our Catholic schools can no longer be placed exclusively on the individual parishes that have schools and on parents who pay tuition.”  We must expand our efforts in the areas of development, endowments and marketing; “continue actively to pursue financial support from the business and civic communities”; encourage the concept of stewardship throughout the entire Catholic community; address the crucial issue of just wages for teachers and administrators; and advocate for parental choice in education as well as personal and corporate tax credits.
As we begin the process for the Educational Symposium 2007, we are energized by the support of our bishops, especially the initiatives that Archbishop Mansell continues to take in strengthening Catholic school education in the Archdiocese of Hartford. We are now called to set forth core values, beliefs and actions that will strengthen our mission and make our vision become a reality.  I welcome your contributions to this process and urge you to bring your best efforts to the discussion of the following core values essential to Catholic education in this Archdiocese:
CATHOLIC IDENTITY

QUALITY CATHOLIC EDUCATION

ACCESSIBILITY OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADVANCEMENT

We are in challenging times.  Failure to address the challenges before us will result in a critical loss of identity and direction. Yet, we are ever confident that the spirit of our awesome God provides us with a grace-filled past and guides us toward a hopeful future. We will continue to advance our vital mission to enrich the excellent education we provide our youth in this Archdiocese.
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